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“ Earning Your
Confidence
Every Day”

Clifton Water District
2001 Annual Water Quality Report

We are pleased to have the opportunity to
share with you this summary of our water
quality that was delivered to you in 2001. All
water utilities are required by the United
States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) to publish an annual Water Quality
Report.  This report describes where your
water comes from, what it contains and other
information that can be useful to you as our
customer. The Clifton Water District is dedi-
cated to providing all of our customers with a

high quality and safe water supply. If you
have any questions about this report or any
other concerns, please feel free to contact
Dale Tooker, Manager, at 434-7328, or our
Water Quality Laboratory at 434-7624. If
you would like to attend our board meet-
ings, they are held the first Thursday at 3:30
p.m., at the Water District Office located at
510 34 Rd, Clifton, Colorado.

Our Source Water

Clifton Water District is supplied by the Colorado
River. The Colorado River is very dependable and
has excellent water quality for a surface water
supply. The Colorado River has three main tribu-
taries, the Blue River, the Eagle River, and the
Roaring Fork River. The area that comprises the
Colorado River Basin also has a number of small-
er contributing streams and reservoirs including:
Dillon, Lake Grandby, Grand Lake, Shadow
Mountain, Williams Fork, Willow Creek, Green
Mountain, Vega, Wolford Mountain, and Ruedi.
As with any water supply, it is required to be treat-

ed before it is delivered to you for consump-
tion. This is the responsibility of the Clifton
Water District. We continue to use advanced
water treatment technology and dedicated
employees to ensure that we accomplish this
task day-in and day-out.
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Is my water safe?

Clifton Water District drinking water meets or
exceeds all Environmental Protection Agency and
Colorado Department of Health and Environment
regulations. However, all drinking water, includ-
ing bottled water, may reasonably be expected to
contain at least small amounts of some contami-
nants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that the water poses a health
risk. Immuno-compromised persons such as per-
sons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, per-
sons who have undergone organ transplants, peo-
ple with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disor-
ders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly
at risk of infections. These people should seek
advice about drinking water from their health care
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providers. More informa-
tion about contaminants
and potential health
effects, or to receive a
copy of the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the
U.S. Centers for Disease
control (CDC) guidelines
on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection
by cryptosporidium and
microbiological contaminants call the EPA Safe

Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791

cryptosporidium

Understanding the Water Quality Table

On the next page we have prepared our Water
Quality Analysis Table for 2001. The Table shows
all of the EPA regulated substances that were
detected in our water, even if it is only a minute
concentration. The Table lists each of the contam-
inants, the sampling dates, whether or not the
level is in violation, the amount detected, the unit
of measurement, the maximum level allowed by
law (MCL), the ideal goal (MCLG) and the sources

What are drinking water

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams,
ponds, reservoirs, springs, and well. As water trav-
els over the surface of the land or through the
ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals
and, in some cases, radioactive
material, and can pick up sub-
stances resulting from the
presence of animals or from
human activity. Contaminants
that may be present in source
water include:

¢ Microbial contaminants,
such as viruses and bacteria
that may come from sewage
treatment  plants, septic
systems, agricultural live
stock operations, and wildlife.

of the contaminant. The most important areas of
the Table are the Levels Detected and the defini-
tion of MCL and MCLG. The Maximum
Contaminant Level (MCL) is the highest concen-
tration of a contaminant that is allowed by law to
be in the drinking water. The Maximum
Contaminant Level Goal (MCLQ) is the level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there
is no known or expected health risk.

contaminants?

* Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and
metals, which can be naturally-occurring or
result from urban storm water runoff, industrial
or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas
production, mining or farming.

e Pesticides and herbicides that my come from a
variety of sources, such as agriculture, urban
storm water runoff, and residential uses.

e Organic chemical contaminants, including
synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which
are byproducts of industrial processes and
petroleum production, and also may come from
gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and
septic systems.

e Radioactive contaminants, that can be naturally
occurring or be the result of oil and gas
production and mining activities.
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Contaminate MCL MCLG Unit Level Violation Sample Likely Source of Contamination
Detected y/n Date
Total Cofiorm Bacteria 5% of 0 Absent or Absent N 30 samples | Naturally present in the environment

monthly Present per month

samples

positive

Total Organic Carbon T N/A ppb 1590 N 5/21/01 Naturally present in the environment

Turbidity T 0 NTU 0.230 N 9/8/01 Soil Runoff

Lowest Monthly % of 1T 0 NTU 100% N Daily Soil Runoff

readings above the TT

limits

Radiological Data

Beta/photon emitters 4 0 mrem/yr Sl N 8/7/01 Decay of natural and
man-made deposits

Alpha emitters 15 0 pCi/l 0 N 8/7/01 Erosion of natural deposits

Combined radium 5 0 pCi/l 0.4 N 8/7/01 Erosion of natural deposits

Lead and Copper*

Copper 1300 1.3 ppb 530 N 1999 Avg. | Corrosion of household plumbing
systems: erosion of natural deposits:
leaching from wood preservatives

Lead 1§ 0 ppb 0.006 N 1999 Avg. | Corrosion of household plumbing
systems, erosion of natural deposits

Inorganic Contaminates

Arsenic 50 0 ppb 0.8 N 8/15/01 Erosion of natural deposits: runoff
from orchard; runoff from glass and
electronic production wastes

Barium 2000 2000 ppb 72 N 8/15/01 Discharge of drilling waters; dis-
charge from metal refineries;
erosion of natural deposits

Fluoride 4 4 ppm 0.937 N 2001 Avg. | Erosion of natural deposits; water
additive which promotes strong
teeth; discharge from fertilizer

Nitrate (as nitrogen) 10 10 ppm 0.4 N 8/8/01 Runoff form fertilizer use; leaching
from septic tanks, sewage; erosion
of natural deposits

Nitrite 1 1 ppm .003 N 8/8/01 Runoff form fertilizer use; leaching
from septic tanks, sewage; erosion
of natural deposits

Unregulated Inorganic Contaminates

Sodium N/A N/A ppm 81 N 8/15/01 Erosion of natural deposits

Volatile Organic Contaminates

Chlorine 4 4 ppm 1.89 N 11/20/01 | Water additive used to control microbes

Haloacetic Acids 60 N/A ppb 13.73 N 2001 Qtr. Avg. | By-product of drinking water disinfection

Total Trihalomethanes 100 0 ppb 19.26 N 2001 Qtr. Avg. | By-product of drinking water chlorination

DEFINITIONS:
mg/L -

years or a single penny in $10,000.

ug/L —
2,000 years or one penny in $10,000,000.
pCi/L -
NTU -
T -
contaminant in drinking water.
MCL -

milligrams per liter or one part per million corresponds to one minute in two
micrograms per liter or one part per billion corresponds to one minute in
picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in the water.
nephelometric turbidity units is a measure of the clarity of the water. Turbidity in
excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.

treatment technique is a required process intended to reduce the level of a

maximum contaminant level is the highest level of a contaminant that is

allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as are

feasible using the best available treatment technology.

MCLG - maximum contaminant level goal is the level of a contaminant in drinking
water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs
allow for a margin of safety.
MRDLG - maximum residual disinfectant level goal is the level of a drinking water
disinfectant, below which there is no known or expected risk to health.
MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control
microbial contaminants.
MRDL — maximum residual disinfectant level is the highest level of disinfectant
allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a dis
infectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

mrem/year — millirems per year are a measure of radiation absorbed by the body.
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Water Conservation

We would like to recommend a few tips for con-
serving water:

* Only run the dishwasher and clothes * Repair dripping faucets and leaky toilets.
washer when they are fully loaded. Dripping faucets can waste about 2000

» Defrost frozen food in the refrigerator or in gallons of water each year. Leaky toilets
the microwave instead of running water can waste as much as 200 gallons each day.
over it. e Don't overwater your lawn-lawns only

* When washing dishes by hand, use two need to be watered every three to five

basins-one for washing and one for rinsing- days in the summer and ten to fourteen
rather than letting the water run. days in the winter. To prevent water loss
e Use a broom, rather than a hose to clean from evaporation, don’t water your lawn
sidewalks and driveways. during the hottest part of the day or when
e If you have a swimming pool, get a cover. it is windy. For more information on land
You'll cut the loss of water by evaporation scape conservation, stop by our office.

by 90 percent.

-

artnership for Safe Water

s Clifton Water District is proud to be a  new measure of safety to millions of Americans by
“/ . &7| member of the Partnership for Safe  implementing prevention programs where legislatio
X =| Water. The Partnership for Safe Water is  or regulation does not exist. The preventative meas-
a voluntary cooperative effort between  ures are based around optimizing treatment plan
e U.S. EPA, the American Water Works Association ~ performance and thus increasing protection against
d other drinking water organizations, with more  microbial contamination in America’s drinking water
an 200 surface water utilities throughout the United  supply. Clifton Water District has been a member of
is organization is to provide a  Partnership for Safe Water for 9 years.
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